
The weather was warm, the setting was beautiful, and the speakers 
were informative and inspirational at The Trial Lawyers Summit, the first in an annual 
series of gatherings for attorneys sponsored by The National Trial Lawyers. The event 
was held at the Ritz-Carlton in South Beach, Florida, from January 22–25, 2012.
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On Sunday afternoon, The 
Association of Plaintiff Interstate 
Trucking Lawyers of American 
(APITLA) put on an early arrival 
program on Interstate Trucking 
Litigation. The National Trial Lawyers 
President Howard Nations of Houston, 
Texas spoke to attendees on Applying 
Psychological Principles to Preparation, 
Mediation and Litigation of Trucking 

Cases. APITLA National Director Dan 
Ramsdell spoke next on How to Discover 
Punitive Damages in the Interstate 
Trucking Case. He was followed by Ed 
Hershewe of Joplin, Missouri, who 
gave advice on Opening Statements in 
Trucking Cases. West Palm Beach, Florida 
attorney John Romano talked about 
How and Why Jurors Relate and Respond 
to Trucking Experts and Why Failing to 

Understand This Causes Defense Verdicts 
in Seemingly Good Cases.

But it wasn’t all work and no play; 
Trial Lawyers Summit attendees were 
welcomed to the event that evening with 
a reception at The DiLido Beach Club 
at the Ritz-Carlton. In addition to food 
and drink, everyone was entertained with 
the sounds of Ghaleb and the dazzling 
spectacle of flamenco dancers.

Below: The Givens Boys

Right: Howard Nations, Mrs. Susan Dees, Kent Spence, 
John Romano, Susan Saladoff, and Morris Dees, enjoy a 
fun evening at The Ritz-Carlton

South Beach, Miami

The DiLido 
Beach Club

NTL Members gathered nightly to network and enjoy the 
warmth that the night life of South Beach provideds in 
January.
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The National Trial Lawyers President 
Howard Nations officially welcomed 
everyone to the summit with a brief 
address Monday morning. The sessions 
that followed focused on Entrepreneurship 
of the Law Practice, with a morning 
brainstorming session that addressed ways 
of bringing in new clients through new 
media, the Internet, television advertising, 
public relations and social media.

That presentation was interrupted 
shortly before lunch by a —Presidential 

Address.�  Barack Obama impersonator 
Reggie Brown entertained the audience 
not �ust with his dead-on impression 
of the president, but also with his 
lampooning of Congress, the Republican 
Presidential candidates, and several 
members of the audience.

Also at luncheon, The National Trial 
Lawyers Lifetime Achievement Award was 
given to Peter Neufeld, a founder of The 
Innocence Pro�ect, a national litigation 
and public policy organization dedicated 

to exonerating wrongfully convicted 
individuals through DNA testing and 
reforming the criminal �ustice system to 
prevent future in�ustice. The theme for 
Monday was Flourishing in the Age of Tort 
Reform. Several speakers addressed topics 
such as what a thriving practice should 
look like, choosing the right cases, using 
office technology to its fullest, database 
management, firm and case financing, as 
well as asset protection and malpractice 
exposure. 

Barack Obama 
impersonator Reggie 
Brown entertained 

the audience

Summit Co� �ere� c�



The Trial Lawyer x 7�

NTL president-elect, Mike 
Papantonio and NTL past 
president, Michael Burg

NTL Executive Director 
Michelle Swanner and  
NTL President Howard 
Nations present the Lifetime 
Achievement Award to  
Peter Neufeld

Action in the exhibit hall



Early risers could learn even more 
Tuesday morning with an Early Bird 
Litigation Special that started at 7:00 
am. Tuesday’s topics included talks 
on physical suffering and pain, using 
examples and analogies in demonstrating 
loss of enjoyment and life, and 
connecting with jurors.

That was followed by a larger session 
that addressed Advocacy in the Courtroom, 
and included talks on cross-examination, 
persuasive opening statements, 

demonstrative evidence, motivating 
jurors and tips on communicating with 
conservative jurors. That was followed by 
a special ethics session in the afternoon. 
The ethics portion will be available for 
NTL member viewing through the NTL 
website, www.thenationaltriallawyers.
org. Members of The Forum, made up of 
America’s 25 most influential law firms, 
and The Trial Lawyer 
RoundTable, comprised 
of the nation’s 100 most 

influential trial lawyers, attended a special 
luncheon Tuesday at the Villa by Barton 
G., formerly known as the Versace 
Mansion. The National Trial Lawyers 
President Howard Nations and President-
elect Mike Papantonio spoke briefly, 
along with Susan Saladoff, director of the 
documentary Hot Coffee.

The Trial Lawyer magazine team

Luncheon at 
     The Villa by Barton G.

Sheldon and Elaine Miller and Peter Perlman

(formerly known as the Versace Mansion)



NTL Executive Director 
Michelle Swanner and 
NTL Membership Director 
Hope Crew

Summit guests enjoyed 
an amazing lunch at The 
Villa by Barton G. 
(formerly known as the 
Versace Mansion).

Tom Girardi and Billy Murphy Tommy Malone and 
NTL President Howard Nations



After Tuesday’s sessions, it was time to 
unwind at a pool party just up the beach 
at the Delano Hotel. The relaxing setting 
featured music, food and drink, and gave 
everyone another networking opportunity.

Things got started bright and early 
again Wednesday with another Early Bird 
Litigation Special. Experts talked about 
when Medicare set asides are really needed, 
using two video cameras to maximize 
depositions, new insurance company 

software, and how to dodge the bullet of a 
client not wearing safety equipment. 

The final main session later Wednesday 
morning revolved around The � aw o� 
� itigation, and featured guidance on 
improving trial results, winning Daubert/
Frye motions, gathering information in 
auto and truck cases, maximizing results at 
mediations, and much more.

If you couldn’t make it to this year’s 
Trial Lawyers Summit, mark your calendar 

� ent S� ence takes the stage �or a bl� es 
� er�ormance� com� lete with his harmonica�

The Historic 
National Hotel
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hoste�  a networking 

� arty Mon� ay evening 
at the nearby � ational 

� otel� Members o� 
the � o� n� Table an�  

invite�  g� ests en�oye�  
live m� sic� cocktails 
an�  hors � �oe� vres�



The entertainment� networking� an�  
cocktail � arties are en� less� Make s� re 
yo�  � on�t miss So� th Beach in � • � � �

� oolsi� e cocktail � arty an�  � inner was a treat �or g� ests at the • elano�

now to make plans for next year’s event. The 2013 Trial Lawyers 
Summit will be held January 27–30 at the Loews Miami Beach Hotel 
in South Beach, Florida. For more information or to register, go to 
www.ntlconferences.com or call 1-800-969-9064.

This year’s Trial Lawyers Summit was a rousing success, and it’s 
a great way to not only learn more about being a better and more 
successful lawyer, it’s also a wonderful opportunity to get away from 
cold winter weather and relax with your toes in the sand. We hope to 
see you in South Beach in 2013!

The Delano




