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THE ANNUAL TRIAL LAWYERS 
SUMMIT IN SOUTH BEACH, FLORIDA
was a major success, and built upon the strong foundation 
from last year’s South Beach conference. This year’s Summit, 
held January 27–30 at the Loews Miami Beach Hotel, brought 
together some of the top attorneys from across the nation who 
were eager to learn how to transform their businesses, their 
practices and their legal skills. The featured speakers at The 
Summit were some of the best and most noteworthy in the legal 
profession, including Michael Burg, Frank Branson, Mark Lanier, 
Tom Girardi, Christian Searcy, Mike Papantonio, and many more.

The welcome reception took place at the 
Loews Americana Lawn & Pool featuring 
music by Ghaleb. Partygoers were able to 
admire and sign up to test drive the latest 
models from Aston Martin.
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Things got started on Sunday with The 
Association of Plaintiff Interstate Trucking 
Lawyers of America (APITLA), holding an 
early bonus session featuring trucking-related 
topics. The evening began with a poolside 
welcome reception Sunday evening for Trial 
Lawyers Summit attendees at the Loews 
Americana Lawn & Pool featuring Ghaleb, a 
Latin guitarist who has not only traveled the 
world performing, but has also competed on 
Fox’s American Idol.

The conference sessions started in earnest 
Monday morning with the theme “Business: 
Cultivate Your Success” moderated by former 
National Trial Lawyers Presidents Howard 
Nations and John Romano. The session 
touched on topics including “Turning the Tide 
for Personal Injury Lawyers,” “How to Make 
Money Using Social Media,” “How to Pick the 
Right (aka Profitable) Cases,” and more.

The President’s Networking Luncheon 
featured the passing of the leadership torch 
for The National Trial Lawyers from 2012 
President Mike Papantonio to his successor, 
Ed Hershewe, who will lead the organization 
in 2013. United States Representative Bruce 
Braley, (D) Iowa, also addressed the group. A 
former trial lawyer himself, Rep. Braley spoke 
about some of the legislative challenges that lay 
ahead for trial lawyers. Congressman Braley, 
one of the highest-profile young members of 
the House of Representatives, is expected to 
run for the Senate seat being vacated when 
Senator Tom Harkin, (D) Iowa, retires in 2015.

The National Trial Lawyers’ new public 
relations initiative, “All For Justice” was also 
unveiled, featuring its website and television 
campaign designed to enhance the image and 
public perception of trial lawyers.

Following the luncheon, Monday 
afternoon included a special session hosted by 
Kim Lambert, president of The National Trial 
Lawyers’ Top 40 Under 40. Later that evening, 
Top 40 Under 40 members were honored at a 
Roof Deck Party at The Betsy hotel.

Tuesday’s sessions focused on “Trial Skills: 
Are You Being Heard?” Speakers offered 
insights on jury selection, opening statements, 
closing arguments, how to win at mediation, 
witness preparation, how to take a hard-hitting 
deposition, and many other topics. Tuesday 
evening featured one of the highlights of The 

Left: U.S. Congressman Bruce Braley addressed conference attendees 
at the President’s Luncheon. 
Below: National Trial Lawyers Executive Director Michelle  
Swanner presents outgoing President Mike Papantonio with  
an award for Outstanding Leadership.
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Summit: a live performance by country music legend 
Kenny Rogers, who performed some of his biggest hits at a 
poolside party at the historic National Hotel.

On Wednesday, seminars addressed the theme “The 
Practice: Overcome Your Litigation Hurdles.” Attendees 
learned more about “Trying Tough Cases Against Tough 
Defendants,” “Providing Causation in Personal Injury 
Cases,” “Use of Cutting Edge Trial Technology and 
Demonstratives to Level the Playing Field,” and more. 

One could also take advantage of an opportunity to 
drive some of Britain’s best sports cars around the streets 
of South Beach. Aston Martin brought a pair of its new 
models, the 2014 Vantage, and a 2014 DB9 convertible. 
Aston Martin made test drives available to attendees at 

Trial Lawyers Summit.
As you can see, if you couldn’t make it, you missed 

not only some insightful discussions and advice on how 
to become a better trial lawyer, but also some fun and 
entertaining evening events, all set in the comfortable 
climate and beautiful scenery in South Beach. Plans 
are already underway to make next year’s Trial Lawyers 
Summit even bigger and better, so watch for more 
information on how you can sign up to attend. The 2014 
Trial Lawyers Summit will be held January 19–22, at 
the Loews Miami Beach Hotel. Be sure to save the date 
on your calendar. To learn more about the 2014 Trial 
Lawyers Summit, go to www.ntlsummit.com. We hope to 
see you next year in South Beach!

Country music legend Kenny Rogers entertains at the National 
Hotel for an exclusive experience for conference attendees. 
Generously sponsored by Executive Committee Member Tom Giardi 
and Joe DiNirdo of Counsel Financial (pictured below).

Right: A rooftop cocktail party at the historic Betsy Hotel was a hot 
attraction sponsored by the “Top 40 Under 40.”


